



Digging Deep 2021-2022 Men’s Bible Study Guide 
By Westley Hazel and Caleb Colley 

Quarter Four (June through August) 

• June: A Conversation about Sorrow (John 16:5-33) 

• July: A Conversation about Glorification (John 17) 

• August: Final Words from the Cross (Various passages 
from Matthew 27; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19) 



Instructions for using this material: 
1. The Digging Deep study material is designed to facilitate in-depth group Bible study, 

and not to merely dispense information from “teacher” to “student.” As you go 
through the study, you will want to have separate paper or a computer on which to 
record your thoughts. (For your own flexibility, we do not leave space in this 
document for your answers to discussion-oriented questions.)  

2. All the instructions and materials for participating in Digging Deep are posted at 
www.calebcolley.com/diggingdeep.  

3. There are many tools that will help in digging, such as Bible encyclopedias, Greek 
and Hebrew lexical books, commentaries, etc. Many are available for free on-line (A 
list is posted at calebcolley.com/diggindeep. If you need help accessing such 
materials, ask others in your group or ask Westley or Caleb.  

4. The Facebook group is an interactive portion of the study. Find it at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/1564776240335067/ (or search “Digging Deep Men’s 
Bible Study” on Facebook). If you don’t have Facebook, you can still contribute to 
the discussion by emailing your comments to calebcolley@gmail.com or 
whazel@forrestpark.org.  

5. As we go through the study together, please provide questions and comments to the 
nationwide study group on Facebook. It will be great to have an ongoing discussion 
about the material.  

6. A monthly video podcast will be posted on the Facebook page and on our YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCC8CpAr8ic6DTYq0-MeyVPQ  (or 
search “Digging Deep Men’s Bible Study” on YouTube).  

7. Glenn Colley will assist us by preaching a sermon each month on the topic for that 
month’s Digging Deep study. The sermons will be posted at calebcolley.com/
diggingdeep.  

Special Note 
The Digging Deep study is based on the idea of the Digging Deep study for women, 
written and led by Cindy Colley. Inspiration and ideas for the men’s Digging Deep guide 
are taken from the 2021-2022 women’s study, The Hour Has Come. For more 
information concerning the women’s study, please visit The “Digging Deep in God’s 
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Word” Facebook group (https://www.facebook.com/groups/282349391779769) or https://
thecolleyhouse.org/category/digging-deep-bible-study.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/282349391779769
https://thecolleyhouse.org/category/digging-deep-bible-study
https://thecolleyhouse.org/category/digging-deep-bible-study


Introduction and Study Plan 
The 2021-2022 study deals with conversations Jesus had with various persons (primarily 
His disciples) during the last week of His life. The conversations all come from the 
gospel of John and are punctuated with the phrase “the hour has come” (John 12:23; 
17:1). In this year’s corresponding Digging Deep Study for women, Cindy Colley writes 
these helpful words:  

“I’m so thankful for the words of my Lord on these two monumental, but private 
days, prior to His arrest. Friday was coming. The earth was about to shake, the sky 
was about to darken at noon, the dead in this city to come forth from tombs, the veil 
of the temple to be rent, and one important sepulcher to be briefly inhabited before 
the eternal victory of the resurrection. But for now, let’s examine the quiet moments 
before the cross and the purposeful words just hours before that most remarkable 
event of all human events, past and future—the words of the Word ( John 1:1) when 
His hour had come.”   1

Each study will be not just a historical discussion about what Jesus said and did during 
his final days prior to the crucifixion, but also a practical discussion about how we can 
grow to be more like Him. During His last week prior to death, as always, Jesus was 
leaving us an example, that we should follow in His steps (1 Peter 2:21-25).   

• September: A Conversation about Purpose (John 12:23-26) 
• October: A Conversation about Divine Unity (John 12:44-50; 14:7-15) 
• November: A Conversation about Service (John 13:1-17) 
• December: A Conversation about Betrayal (John 13:18-38) 
• January: A Conversation about Heaven (John 14:1-6) 
• February: A Conversation about the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-31) 
• March: A Conversation about Fruit (John 15:1-8) 
• April: A Conversation about Love (John 15:9-17) 
• May: A Conversation about Persecution (John 15:18-16:4) 
• June: A Conversation about Sorrow (John 16:5-33) 
• July: A Conversation about Glorification (John 17) 
• August: Final words from the Cross (Various passages from Matthew 27; Mark 15; 

Luke 23; John 19) 

 ii. 1
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Month Ten: A Conversation about Sorrow (John 16:5-33) 

Introduction: 

A. Read John 16:5-33 and examine the context. Jesus is continuing to prepare His disciples for 
a time when not only will He be killed but they will face persecution and even death at the 
hands of people who think that they are actually serving the Lord. He wants them to be 
prepared for these struggles, to keep them from stumbling or losing their faith.   

B. Why is it important to study things that people are not necessarily asking about? (16:5). Will 
the reading of Scripture bring to our minds things that we should consider, but about which 
we had not thought to ask? Do we always know the best thing for which we should ask? 
Consider Ephesians 3:20; James 4:3.  

1. How do you reconcile Jesus’ statement that “none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going?’” with the fact that Peter asked that exact thing in John 13:36? 

2. What are some subjects that the church of today should discuss in order to help the 
church of tomorrow? (For example, if we discuss the qualifications of elders today, we 
are more likely to have qualified elders tomorrow.) Make a list of at least five biblical 
subjects, and give Scripture references for each. Be sure to ask yourself why these 
particular topics are critical for advancing the cause of Christ in the future. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________ 

C. Jesus was aware that these things had the potential to make them sorrowful (16:6). Discuss 
three biblical case studies of God helping a sorrowful person or group of people. How was 
each person or group afflicted, and how did God help? In each case, assess how God’s help 
was similar to the ways in which God may help us today when we are sorrowful. 

D. In the remainder of chapter 16 Jesus tells His disciples four things that would help them in 
their sorrow and will help us in our sorrow today. We will consider each in turn: 

I. Follow the Spirit (John 16:5-15). 

A. Jesus here discusses the advantage of His departure, i.e., that they will have the 
opportunity to follow the inspiration of the Spirit, Whom Jesus calls “the Comforter” or 
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“the Helper.” Find the passage that teaches each of the following things that the Spirit 
would do:  

1. Convict the world. ______________________________________ 

2. Guide the disciples into all the truth, glorifying Christ by disclosing to them what 
God wants them to know. ______________________________________ 

B. At times man becomes preoccupied with preserving his current situation, failing to 
understand that an impending change is necessary for a greater blessing to come.  
Provide three Biblical examples of individuals or groups in the Bible who suffered with a 
terrible problem that may have seemed intractable, only to receive greater blessings than 
they could have ever conceived. In each case, ask whether the blessing was produced 
independent of the trial endured, or whether God actually produced the blessing by 
giving or allowing the trial. If you need help getting started, consider the case of Joseph 
(Genesis 50:20). 

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

C. How did Jesus say that the convicting work of the Spirit would confer the disciples? 

1. Conviction concerning sin. We live in a world that is losing even a working definition 
or concern for anything called sin. Give three examples of obvious sins in our world 
that are excused or even celebrated as if it are completely justified, and give Scripture 
references for each (Isaiah 5:20; Jeremiah 6:15; Proverbs 14:9). How do the Holy 
Spirit-inspired Scriptures provide conviction concerning each of these sins?  

a) ______________________________________ 

b) ______________________________________ 

c) ______________________________________ 

2. Conviction concerning righteousness. Righteousness reflects the nature of God.  
Read the following verses about God’s righteousness: Psalm 97:2, Psalm 119:137, 1 
John 2:29. Find verses that teach the following principles about God’s righteousness:  

a) Only God is ultimately righteous. ______________________________________ 

b) Only God can make man righteous. 
______________________________________ 
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c) Jesus Christ is the only righteous man ever to live. 
______________________________________ 

3. Conviction concerning judgment. God ultimately is the Judge, and judgments we 
make must be based upon our faithful handling of His word (2 Timothy 2:15).  

a) This may refer to our judgment of others.  

(1) What is the “righteous judgment” that Jesus mentioned in John 7:24?  

(2) What is unrighteous judgment as condemned by Jesus in Matthew 7:1-5?  

(3) Are Christians capable of carrying out righteous judgment? Consider 1 
Corinthians 5:12; 11:13.  

b) This may refer to judgment in eternity. For what will we give account in 
judgment, according to the following passages?  

(1) Romans 14:12. ______________________________________ 

(2) 2 Corinthians 5:10. ______________________________________ 

(3) Matthew 12:36. ______________________________________ 

c) What are some misconceptions surrounding judgment both in this world and in 
eternity based on Matthew 7:1 and John 3:17? For help with this question, 
consider the lesson here: www.westhuntsville.org/sermons/do-not-judge/. In 
particular, what is the difference between what D.A. Carson calls “old tolerance” 
and “new tolerance.”  

D. Jesus said that the Spirit of truth would guide the apostles into all the truth, or all truth 
concerning living for God and being saved.  

1. In a sentence, write down what each of the following passages teaches about the 
result of the Spirit guiding the first-century church into all the truth, keeping in mind 
that each verse implies that revelation was completed in the first century.  

a) John 14:26. 

b) 2 Timothy 3:16-17.  

c) Jude 3.  

d) 1 Corinthians 2:9-13.  

e) 2 Peter 1:3.  
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2. Could there be truth that was contrary to what the apostles would receive? In writing 
a brief response, consider Galatians 1:8 and 3:1.  

II. This moment is not the end (John 16:16-22). 

A. When people are struggling with sorrow they may be tempted to assume that their sorrow 
will be permanent. Give three passages that teach the temporary nature of human 
suffering. 

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

B. The sorrow of the world is not the same as the sorrow of Christians. Give three scriptures 
that speak to fact that the world rejoices in the things that make Christians sorrowful, and 
that Christians rejoice in things that the world grieves.  

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

C. Write a paragraph discussing why joy over some of the most prized objectives in the 
world is incapable of providing full joy and contentment in the long run. Why do each of 
these fail?  

1. Secular education (e.g., “We forget most of the things we learn, and in the end our 
minds fail us altogether.”) 

2. Money (e.g., “The stock market is volatile.”) 

3. Honors (e.g., “People’s opinion is fickle.”) 

4. Youthfulness (e.g., “We all get old.”) 

D. Find at least two additional passages in the Gospel of John that teach that nobody can 
take away a Christian’s joy without the Christian’s permission.  

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

III. Pray in My name (John 16:23-28). 
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A. What does it mean to pray in the name of Jesus? Consider Colossians 3:17 and 1 
Timothy 2:5 in your answer.  

B. Why do people fail to take the time to pray? What, if anything, ever has led you to be 
negligent in prayer? In your answer, consider 1 Thessalonians 5:17 and James 4:2. 

C. In Matthew 6:9-13 Jesus gave His disciples instructions about how to pray.  Give a brief 
synopsis of each element of the instructions Jesus gives and comment especially on how 
each aspect of the model prayer would bring about joy in the life of the Christian. For 
help on this section, return to month 5 in the 2019-2020 Digging Deep study, in which 
we covered the model prayer.  

1. Our Father…. 

2. Hallowed by They name…. 

3. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done….. 

4. Give us this day our daily bread…. 

5. Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors…. 

6. Do not lead us into temptation…. 

7. Deliver us from evil…. 

D. Consider the following scriptures and write a paragraph in answer to this question: How 
does the Father’s love for man impact our joy and our expectation of a favorable answer 
to prayer?  

1. Matthew 7:7-11 

2. Romans 8:15 

3. 1 John 5:14-15 

E. How does praying in the name of Jesus ease the sorrow that the disciples were 
experiencing and support the overall fulfillment of His mission? 

IV. Receive His peace (John 16:29-33). 

A. Some people think that peace will come through the elimination of trials and struggles in 
this life. Write a paragraph in response to this, using the following list as your main 
points. Find at least one passage to support each claim. 
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1. We cannot expect to have ease all the time, because the Bible guarantees that every 
human life is full of trouble. Scripture: 
______________________________________ 

2. There is a peace available to Christians that is unavailable to everyone else. 
Scripture: ______________________________________ 

3. God will see us through even the darkest days, if we remain faithful to Him. 
Scripture: ______________________________________ 

4. Even though we may not understand fully what God intends to accomplish through 
our suffering, We can be assured that God uses every single instance of suffering to 
produce positive spiritual fruit in the lives of His children. Scripture: 
______________________________________ 

B. Using your concordance or another Bible study tool, study how the word “peace” is used 
in the four Gospels. How is peace understood and achieved through the life and ministry 
of Jesus (including His death)?  

Conclusion: Personal Application. 

A. In what ways is your faithfulness to Jesus causing sorrow in your life today? What other 
things are causing sorrow in your life today? Do you assess the endurance of these sufferings 
as being worthwhile in your pursuit of salvation in heaven? If not, why not? Consider 2 
Corinthians 4:13-18. 

B. How can the following things ease your sorrow and bring joy into your life? With each point 
of application, comment on whether it is a common part of your regular life or something 
that needs to be added. 

1. Listening to the Spirit of God by studying His word (Romans 8:14) 

2. Taking time to see our struggles in perspective of time and eternity (Romans 8:18) 

3. Regular prayer (Psalm 55:16-17) 

4. Pursuing peace through Christ (Romans 15:13) 

C. Write a brotherly, spiritual letter to a male friend who is struggling with sorrow in his life, 
gently encouraging him to apply each of these things with which Jesus encouraged his 
disciples.  
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Month Eleven: A Conversation about Glorification (John 17) 

Introduction:  

A. Read John 17. 

B. What are our best estimations as to where and when this prayer took place? Examine the 
context, including the synoptic Gospels’ record of the events of the evening before the Lord’s 
crucifixion.  

C. What can we learn about prayer from this passage? Note something we can learn in each of 
the following areas, giving a Scripture reference for each:  

A. The audience of prayer. ______________________________________ 

B. The subject matter of prayer. ______________________________________ 

C. The attitude of prayer (reverence; self-examination; unselfishness; humility; confidence 
in being heard, etc.). ______________________________________ 

D. The timing of prayer. ______________________________________ 

I. The glorification of the Son and of the Father (John 17:1-5). 

A. Review the usages of the noun “glory” and the verb “glorify” in the gospel of John. To 
what does the glorification of Jesus refer? What was Jesus yet to do to be glorified? 
Make a list of the passages that use these words, and note what the word means 
contextually in each case. 

B. How did Jesus glorify the Father on Earth? Use at least two passages in answering this 
question.  

C. Our Jehovah’s Witness friends sometimes allege that Jesus’ prayer to the Father as “the 
only true God” (John 17:3) is proof that the Second Person in the Trinity is a created 
being and not eternal God Himself. How should we respond to such claims? In your 
answer, consider the article here: https://apologeticspress.org/the-only-true-god-5014/.  

D. To what did Jesus refer when He mentioned “the glory which I had with You before the 
wold was”? In answering this question, consider John 1:1-4; 8:56-58.  

II. What the Son gave to the disciples (John 17:6-12).  

A. Make a list (as exhaustive a list as possible) of things that the Son had done for the 
disciples while He was on Earth. If you have trouble getting started, re-read John 14-16 
for clues.  

https://apologeticspress.org/the-only-true-god-5014/
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B. Jesus stated clearly that He was praying on behalf of the disciples. Thus the prayer is 
largely “intercessory,” or a prayer offered on behalf of others. Why is intercessory prayer 
important? What can it accomplish? In your answer cite at least five passages.  

C. Is it possible to understand the teaching of Jesus in a way that is objectively correct? 
What does verse 8 imply about this? Find at least three additional passages that teach the 
understandability of Scripture and of Jesus’ teaching specifically.  

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

D. Despite the fact that the Son had blessed the disciples richly during His earthly ministry, 
the disciples bore personal responsibility to follow Him. What did Jesus say in this 
prayer about the disciples’ role in their own glorification?  

E. Jesus kept and guarded the disciples (at great sacrifice to Himself) so that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled. Give at least a brief answer the following questions:  

1. How did Jesus guard the disciples?  

2. What Scripture(s) was fulfilled by Jesus keeping the disciples spiritually safe?  

3. Did the disciples maintain their freedom of choice even while under Jesus’ keeping? 
What evidence concerning this can we find in verse 12?  

III. The disciples’ sanctification and unity (John 17:13-21).  

A. Using your lexical tools, do a study of the word “sanctify” (John 17:17). What was the 
Son asking the Father to do? Write a one-page review of the biblical doctrine of 
sanctification. As you write, consider the discussion here: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YNDoihVeWFQ&t=2269s. In particular, be sure to answer the following questions: 

1. How is sanctification achieved, according John 17:17?  

2. Is a person sanctified at the moment when he becomes a Christian?  

3. Is sanctification strictly a one-time event, or does a person become progressively 
sanctified as he continues to live the Christian life?  

B. Given that the basis of Christian unity is sanctification, how can a local congregation 
remain unified? What role does the authority of the local eldership play in maintaining 
unity in judgment? Using your lexical tools, find the meaning of the word “bishop” or 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNDoihVeWFQ&t=2269s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YNDoihVeWFQ&t=2269s
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“overseer.” What does this word have to do with maintaining unity? Consider 1 
Corinthians 1:10-13 and Hebrews 13:17 in your answer. 

C. Disciples are “in the world, but not of the world.” Why is it challenging to be unified 
with the Lord while remaining enmeshed in various relationships in the world? How can 
we stay strong in the faith while interacting with people who are not of the faith? Make a 
list of at least five passages that will help us stay strong against worldly influences, and 
write a brief statement about why each verse helps you personally.  

1. ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________ 

D. Jesus prayed for unity, but Christendom seems hopelessly divided. One church teaches x 
and other churches teach not-x, even in matters where the Bible has spoken. Why is this 
the case? Some would suggest that this kind of “unity in diversity” is good. Is this so? 
Prepare a Bible class or sermon answering the question, “Why are there so many 
churches?” For help in preparing this material, consider the discussion here: 
www.whyaretheresomanychurches.com.  

E. Jesus prayed for “those also who believe in Me through their word.” Those living today 
who are saved have come to knowledge of Christ not because we witnessed Jesus as a 
man on Earth, but through the reliable testimony of the apostles and first-century 
prophets. Thus, we “walk by faith, and not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7). Suppose 
someone asked you why we can believe the reports of the first-century disciples in the 
New Testament? How would you respond? We cannot simply say, “Jesus lives in my 
heart,” or “I believe it because I believe it,” or “It really helps me feel good to believe it.” 
Write a brief summary of evidence for the reliability of the New Testament. If you need 
help in developing this material, consider the discussion here: www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qhEwWNU_R5A&t=2293s.  

F. How does the unity among disciples lead to faith on the part of non-believers? How does 
disunity among disciples lead to continued infidelity on the part of non-believers? In 
your answer, mention at least two additional passages that discuss how poor behavior on 
the part of Christians can lead others to be lost. 

IV. The disciples’ union with God (John 17:22-26).  

http://www.whyaretheresomanychurches.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhEwWNU_R5A&t=2293s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qhEwWNU_R5A&t=2293s
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A. In discussing how Jesus is the way to the Father, we often cite (appropriately) John 
14:1-14. John 17 also is a perfect passage for this discussion. Try to list all the passages 
in this prayer in which Jesus clearly implies that people get to the Father through Him.  

B. In this prayer Jesus says a great deal about unity with God’s people and unity with God 
Himself. Sometimes people will say, “I want Jesus, but I don’t want anything to do with 
organized religion! Give me Jesus, but keep the church!” Is is possible, practically 
speaking, to separate one’s relationship with God’s people from one’s relationship with 
God? Why or why not? What does Jesus’ prayer imply about this situation? Write a 
paragraph dealing with this issue.  

Conclusion: Practical application. 

A. Jesus did not use the word “heaven” in this prayer, and yet this prayer contains a number of 
reasons to motivate our eagerness for heaven. Which statements from Jesus’ prayer suggest 
such motivation? Does Jesus’ prayer motivate you to desire heaven?  
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Month Twelve: Final Words from the Cross (Various passages from Matthew 27; Mark 15; 
Luke 23; John 19) 

Introduction: 

A. Examine the context. Read the crucifixion scene in Matthew 27.  

B. Read the following article about the crucifixion: www.christiancourier.com/articles/855-the-
crucifixion-of-christ. What new information about the crucifixion did you learn from reading 
this piece?  

C. If you were experiencing what you knew to be the final few hours of life, to whom would 
you want to speak?  

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

D. If you were teaching or preaching for the very last time, what topics would you want to 
address? 

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

E. Be self-reflective, and in a paragraph or two, answer this question: What do your answers to 
the last two questions reveal about you? 

F. When Jesus was hanging on the cross, he purposefully did not say certain things (1 Peter 
2:23). Similarly, Jesus did not answer His accusations during His trial (Isaiah 53:7). Where 
else did Jesus teach things that would imply that silence is the best course of action? List 
three scriptures that show how Jesus’ relative silence on the cross was consistent with His 
previously spoken doctrine (not just His behavior).  

1. ______________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________ 

I. “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 



53

A. What is God’s attitude toward those who need forgiveness? 

1. Isaiah 30:18 

2. John 3:16-18 

B. When was Jesus’ prayer answered in the affirmative? Consider Acts 2:36-42. What was 
required in order for those who crucified the Lord to receive the remission of sins? Does 
God forgive an alien sinner prior to his repentance? Also consider Luke 17:3-4 in your 
answer.   

C. How might Jesus’ words have served as an inspiration for the words of Stephen in Acts 
7:60? 

D. How might Jesus’ words serve as an inspiration for us today, as we struggle with 
suffering for the sake of righteousness at the hands of the guilty? (1 Peter 2:21-25). 

II. “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 

A. How was the reason for the crucifixion of the two criminals different from the crucifixion 
of Jesus? 

B. At times the promise made to this thief on the cross is abused in an attempt to prove that 
a person living today can be saved without Christian baptism. Write out a response to a 
friend who is sincerely asking whether he can “be saved like the thief on the cross.” 
Include the following points:  

1. While on Earth Jesus had the right to forgive sins in any way He chose (Luke 
7:48-49). This is similar to your ability to do whatever you want with your money 
even though you have written that at your death your money will be given to a certain 
individual (e.g., Luke 18:22).  

2. The thief on the cross lived and died under the Law of Moses, so he was not 
amenable to Christian baptism.  

a) Baptism is into the death of Christ, but Christ had not yet died when He spoke to 
the thief about his salvation (Romans 6:1-4).  

b) When did the New Covenant take effect? (Hebrews 9:15) 

c) Why was Abraham not baptized into Christ? Why was Moses not baptized into 
Christ? (The thief was not baptized into Christ for the same reason that faithful 
people in the Old Testament were not baptized into Christ.) 

C. What lessons can we learn from the salvation of the thief on the cross? Think of as many 
as you can.  
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III. “Woman, behold, your son!”. . . . “Behold your mother!” (John 19:26-27).  

A. What did Jesus imply about Mary’s position in the things He said about her? She was 
blessed to have been the Lord’s mother, but did she have a status elevated above other 
followers of the Lord? In developing your answer, consider Luke 2:48-52 and Luke 
11:27. 

B. What does the New Testament teach about honoring and caring for our parents? Is 
honoring the same as obeying? Why or why not? In developing your answer, consider at 
least three passages.  

C. Why do you think Jesus gave this responsibility to John rather than to one of His 
physical brothers? Consider John 7:1-5 in your answer. 

IV. “My God, My God, Why Hast Thou Forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). 

A. Speculate as to why the Aramaic is preserved in this text, “Eli, Eli, Lama Sabachthani?”  
What other passages in the New Testament preserve the Aramaic Language? List each 
word and give the definition. 

1. Matthew 5:22 

2. Mark 5:41 

3. Mark 11:9 

4. Mark 14:36 

5. John 20:16 

6. 1 Corinthians 16:22 

B. What is the context of Psalm 22:1 that Jesus is quoting? Could an Old Testament 
prophecy have a double meaning or dual teaching? In other words, could an Old 
Testament prophecy apply to the situation that was at hand when the prophecy was 
written, and also apply to a Christian reality that was to come hundreds of years later? 
Can you find other Old Testament prophecies that had a double meaning? 

C. How might Jesus’words serve as an inspiration for us today as we struggle with feeling 
very alone in the midst of great struggles? Jesus turned to God when His circumstances 
became terribly hard.  

D. The Father forsook the Son in the sense that the Father was not going to take Jesus off 
the cross, but not because Jesus was literally guilty of sin. Listen to the following sermon 
and write a one-paragraph summary of the doctrine of substitutionary atonement: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljsFQNZ-1Ic.  



55

V. “I Thirst” (John 19:28). 

A. Using a Bible encyclopedia, study the ancient doctrine of docetism. What was the docetic 
view of Jesus, and how would this false teaching be addressed by this text?  

B. How does this verse show the humanity of Jesus as He experienced struggles in this life, 
and why would that be important to the modern reader? Use Hebrews 4:15-16 in your 
answer.  

C. How are these words a fulfillment of Old Testament scripture? Consider Psalms 22:1 and 
Psalms 69:21. 

VI. “It is finished!” (John 29:30). 

A. Examine the texts in John where Jesus refers to the fact that He was in the flesh for a 
specific purpose and was operating according to a specific timetable. Write a brief 
sentence to explain what He taught in each passage.  

1. John 2:3-4 

2. John 7:30 

3. John 8:20 

4. John 12:23-24 

5. John 12:27 

B. Meditate on how Jesus’ death on the cross finished the following things: 

1. The long day (and, miraculously, night) of torture on the cross 

2. His life of total obedience to God’s law (Matthew 5:17) 

3. His battle with Satan (Genesis 3:15; Colossians 2:15) 

4. His work of atonement for man’s sin. (Romans 6:10; 1 Peter 3:18) 

C. Examine New Testament texts that speak of man having a specific purpose in this life. 
What does each passage teach about our purpose specifically? 

1. Isaiah 43:6-7 

2. Ecclesiastes 12:13 

3. Romans 8:28 
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4. James 4:13-15 

5. Esther 4:14 

6. Colossians 1:16 

D. We must take care of matters that are urgent—obeying the Gospel, being restored to 
faithfulness, becoming serious about studying the Bible, etc. Find passages where 
someone was instructed to take care of a matter urgently (e.g., 2 Kings 20:1). What are 
some critical spiritual matters that you need to take care of now, because tomorrow may 
be too late?  

E. How does failing to acknowledge that God has a purpose for our lives hold back many 
Christians and congregations of God’s people? 

VII. “Father, into thy hands I commit My Spirit” (Luke  23:47).  

A. Summarize the context of Psalm 31:3-5. 

B. According to James 2:26, “the body without the spirit is dead”. Find at least three 
additional biblical texts that refer to death as the separation of the spirit from the fleshly 
body.  

C. Is death and dissolution the absolute end of the human body? What will happen to the 
body in the future? Write a paragraph in answer to this question, including a discussion 
of John 5:28-29; 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Philippians 3:20-21; and 1 John 3:2. How do 
these passages build our confidence in personal recognition after death?  


